Menories of the Great Depression in Greece during WA I:
An Interview with Chris Fotopoul os
(interviewed by G eg Tam

The Great Depression was in the 1920s to md 1930s. During this
time, many Europeans suffered frombasic living necessities such
as food, clothing, job, water, and the |likes. Adol ph Hitler was
Chancel | or of German and was preparing his country for a war. The
Eur opeans weren't expecting that, but when they found out, it was
too late. Hitler was already prepared to attack its nei ghboring
countries. This is what led the world to World War I1.
The speed of Hitler's army was what conquered these countries.
Some countries didn't want to be a part of a world war, so they
stayed neutral. Germany forced the Italians to be partners with
Hitler in WNI. In August of 1940, the president of Italy
decl ared war with Greece because they did not surrender to them
as they had wi shed. Greece was pushing the Italians back to their
own country. When Hitler saw this, he sent his tanks and the air
force to battle them G eece did not have the air force or the
navy to help in the fight but only machi ne guns and automatic
weapons. These were not enough to stop the tanks and the
airplanes of Hitler from bonmbing Greece. This forced the G eeks
to surrender to the Italians and Hitler's army. Then G eece went
t hrough a period of starvation for sone tine because the Germans
had destroyed their country. Germans had taken real estate,
i vestock, food and other things fromthe G eeks. People were
dying on the streets of town and cities because of the crude
things Germans did to them
When the Germans had defeated all the countries, they held a
meeting to deci de where each European country woul d be divided.
They had deci ded that Greece would belong to the west and the
bordering countries around Greece belonged to the Russian. Sone
of the Greeks were tenpted to go back to the east, so a Civil War
began and | asted for four years. Wth the war between Gernmany and
Greece, which |lasted four years, the Greeks had to suffer through
ei ght years of m sery.

A Story from Chris Fotopoul os
Chris was only a small boy when World War |1 began. Wen Ger nan
sol diers were needed el sewhere to fight, Italian soldiers were
forced to take up the post to keep the G eeks under control. The
Italians were hesitant because they did not want a war between
Italy and Greece.
The Italians were nmuch nore friendlier and good-hearted people.
When Chris and his friend was wal king down the street one day, he
saw sone |talians cooking on the other side of the street. They
had to eat their food in a canteen, which was on the opposite
side of the street. Standing on the canteen side of the street as



a small boy, hungry and m serable, they stared into the canteen
and watched the Italians ate. The Italians were feeling bad about
it, so the next tinme they cooked, they left some food in the pots
for themto eat in exchange for a favor. They had to wash the
pots in a nearby creek. They and these Italians soon becane friends.
Chris was watching a soccer ganme while wal king down that sane
street another day. He was not watching where he was wal ki ng when
he ran into a German sol dier who carrying a bowl of soup and his
nmeal . The German spilt the soup all over hinself. He got so nmde
t hat he gave Chris a great big kick and he was thrown three

met ers away.

Now during the war, he couldn't tell his nother what had
happened. She was having a very hard tine because Chris father
was trapped in Athens during a business trip. He was trapped
because Germans had bonbed the railroad, streets, and other
transportation out of the country. So Chris' nother raised eight
boys by herself. At one point, things got really bad for his

not her. She had to tear off part of her own dress to make a
smal l er dress for Chris. Dresses were all that she knew how to
sew. For food, she had to take her extra olive oil and wal ked
eight mles to a nearby village and traded it for vegetables. She
t hought it would be healthier than neat. She woul d wal k ei ght

m | es back home with these vegetables in her hand. Wat a tough
time it was for Chris' famly.



